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École Seaforth Elementary School Newsletter 
7881 Government Road, Burnaby, B.C. V5A 2C9         Telephone: 604.296.9028     

Principal/Directeur:  Ms Shairoz Merani email:  Shairoz.Merani@burnabyschools.ca        19 September 2019 

Head Teacher:  Mr. Scott Hodges 

Secretary:  Mrs. Betty Avila http://seaforth.burnabyschools.ca/ 

 
 

Dates to Remember: 
23 September School Based Professional Day – SCHOOL CLOSED for students 

25 September PAC Meeting @ 7:00pm Library 

2 to 4 October PAC Sponsored Family Photo Nights  

14 October Thanksgiving Day – SCHOOL CLOSED 

16 October PAC Meeting @ 7:00pm Library 

25 October  Non-Instructional Day – SCHOOL CLOSED for students 
 

Please visit our school website to view our regularly updated school calendar: 
https://seaforth.burnabyschools.ca/events-calendar/ 

 

Principal’s Message 
 

Dear Seaforth Families:     Welcome to École Seaforth Elementary!  
 

I am very pleased to welcome some new staff members to Seaforth this year.  Joining us this 

year (in  no particular order) are: 
 

➢ Ms Sylvia Levington, Librarian;  

➢ Ms Ko, English Kindergarten until Mrs. Hope returns from maternity leave;   

➢ Ms Gonzalez, Learning Support Teacher;   

➢ Mrs. Deanna Wagner, Noon Hour Supervisor; 

➢ Ms Ann Einstein, District Speech / Language; 
 

Welcome to all new and returning staff!  Should you need to contact our teaching staff, 

please visit our school website for email addresses, click here:    

https://seaforth.burnabyschools.ca/classes/ 
 

September started out well at our school.  Students are settled, staff are excited about the 

year ahead.  Students and staff are busy settling into their new classroom situations, 

establishing routines, reconnecting with old friends, and making new ones, and staff are 

excited about the year ahead. 
 

Parent involvement is the key to a successful school.  For many busy parents, the question of 

how to become active participants in the education of their children must also take into 

account the parents’ own obligations to work during the day.  We appreciate and value the 

many parents who can and do volunteer their time as classroom helpers, field trip supervisors, 

or active PAC members, but at the same time we realize that many parents are simply not 

able to devote this time to the school. 
 

Parent involvement can take many different forms.  Your interest in your child’s daily work, 

projects and homework lets your child know that you are genuinely concerned with his/her 

progress.  When you take a few minutes to look over any papers or homework your child 

brings home, and offer positive comments, you are actively involving yourself.  Similarly, when 

you and your child visit the public library to locate appropriate research material for a 

project, you are actively involved.  Reading together in the evening can be a pleasant time 

for you and your child.  Discussing the characters and the events of the story or novel can 

encourage a higher level of communication between parent and child. 
 

Many of our students complete a daily planner or communication book at the end of each 

school day. Your questions or comments in this book are valued by our teachers and 

contribute significantly to mutual understanding of your child. 
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Principal’s Message, continued 
 

Your attendance at various school functions, including report cared conferences is another 

way of involving yourself in your child’s education.  It sends a clear message to your child that 

you value education and you want to be involved. 
 

The staff at Seaforth appreciate the outstanding level of support received from parents.  

Together we can work toward providing the best educational program for your children. 
 

If you have questions or concerns, you are encouraged to share them with us. 

 

I know that you have recently been inundated with permission, information and other forms.  

We certainly realize that it was a lot but it is all extremely important.  Please make every 

effort to read everything CAREFULLY, make changes as appropriate, SIGN where necessary 

and RETURN to us as soon as possible.  This allows us to update student records in our systems 

as quickly as possible.  It is important that we get all of this back as quickly as possible as 

updating is a rather big job for our office staff.  Thanks so much for your cooperation and 

prompt attention to this. 
 

Open Door Policy – visitors to the school  

It is important to us that parents feel welcome in the school.  At the same time, 

we value the instructional time we have with our students, and feel that the 

morning and afternoon routines of the class are important.  Teachers are 

happy to meet with parents at a mutually convenient time, and I am usually 

available throughout the day.  Please talk with your child's teacher (after 

school, by telephone, by email, or by writing a note in your child's planner) to 

set up a time to meet, keeping in mind that it is not a good time to be doing 

this while students are in the classroom.   When dropping off and picking up 

your kids, we ask that you wait with/for them by the outside classroom door, so 

that our hallways are free to be used to get classes from one place to another. 

Also, please note that schools are becoming increasingly assertive in screening 

visitors, requiring them to register at the office when entering the building 

before proceeding to their child’s classroom. Once you are registered as a 

visitor and are given a visitor tag, others in the school (students, staff and other 

community members) will be aware that you have checked in at the office by 

administration. For everyone’s safety, staff and students have been instructed 

to report people without proper identification to a school administrator.    

I hope that everyone is looking forward to another exciting year here at Seaforth.  Please 

make sure you are paying attention to the notifications you receive and checking the website 

for all the important information we post there.  It really is the best way to stay informed. 

 

 
 

Ms Shairoz Merani 

Principal / directeur 
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Head Teacher Corner 
 

 
 

As we hold on to the last days of summer and hope for some warm days ahead, we 

have all begun to settle down to the daily routines of school life. It was a transition 

that I hope was eased by our first week back where the whole school took part in 

various community building activities. It was great for everyone to get outside 

together for our “Booknic” on Thursday and thankfully the weather held for the 

community picnic on Friday. Thank you to all the family members who came out to 

enjoy one of the last warm and sunny days and a big thank you to the volunteers 

who helped cut mountains of watermelon for everyone to have after our community 

walk! 

 

Now that classes are set and schedules are made, we will all start getting down to the 

business of a busy Seaforth year. Hopefully new bonds are formed, and new 

friendships are made in the days and weeks to come. We will continue to build our 

school community and help to foster those bonds and friendships. Welcome back to 

everyone and best of luck on the year ahead. 

 

Scott Hodges,  Head Teacher      Scott.Hodges@burnabyschools.ca 

 

 

    Thank you to the many families that have made 

payments using the SchoolCash Online System.  

We have had an enormous response from 

families using the online system to pay for various school fees (eg. student planners, 

Tennis, YPC, Music Records and various fieldtrips).  PLEASE help us eliminate the need 

to send cash to school with your child(ren).  We appreciate your time and 

consideration.   Instructions can be found on the home page of our school website: 

 https://burnaby.schoolcashonline.com/       The information required to create / 

access a SchoolCash account is the student’s legal first and last name and the date 

of birth.  A student number is not required nor will it be provided to you for that 

reason.  In addition to individual classroom field trips and events, CURRENTLY, 

payment is available on-line for: 

• NOW DUE - Planners @ $5 each – for Students in Grades 1 to 7;  Please note: all 

Grade 1 to 7 students were provided with a planner the first week of September.  

• NOW DUE - Young People’s Concert Series – all Students in Grades 4 to 7 

participate;  Payment and permission forms deadline is 8 October: Cost of Series 

per family:  One child $20; Two children $30; Three children or more $40; Permission 

notices were sent home with students once details for this year are final.  

Additional items including field trips, workshops and special events will be added to the 

online payment system through the school year.  We hope you find this method of 

payment to be convenient as it eliminates the need to send cash and/or cheques to 

school with your child.  Thank you for your support and cooperation.   
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Student Drop Off and Pick Up 

The entire area along Piper Avenue immediately in front of the school right down to the STOP sign on 

Government Road is a NO PARKING AREA!!!  This area is for student Drop Off and Pick Up ONLY.  There are 

signs posted all along this area.  Despite this fact, we still have parents PARKING in this area.  This creates real 

problems before and after school as it causes traffic to become backed up farther up Piper Avenue.  The 

only time you are permitted to stop in this area is to QUICKLY drop off or pick up your child.  This does not 

mean that you are to be parked in this area waiting for your child at the end of the day as this prevents 

traffic from freely flowing through should your child not be there for pick up right away.  As well, parking is 

not permitted there in the morning to walk your child to the classroom, even if their classroom may be close 

by, as this also creates congestion and prevents other parents from driving through the area.  The area like a 

drive thru and needs to be treated accordingly – traffic needs to be kept moving through the area at all 

times. 

Please obey the following traffic rules as outlined by the City of Burnaby:  

➢ Do not wait or park in the PICK UP/DROP OFF zone.  

➢ Only pick up and drop off your children in the pick up/drop of zone in front of the school, not in the 

middle of the road and NOT in the staff parking lots.  

➢ No jaywalking.  

➢ No 3-point turns.   

➢ No U-turns.  

➢ Do not enter the teacher’s parking lot.  

➢ Do not wait or park in a NO STOPPING zone.  

➢ Another option is to park your car on Hunter Street and use the crosswalk to pick up your children. 

The south side of Piper Street is also available. There seems to be a great deal of confusion about the 

pick up/drop off zone. Many parents park there while  

We recognize that there is not a lot of parking in the area for parents.  We do not even have adequate 

parking for staff on some days.  There is parking available on Hunter Street and Jensen Place, as well as at 

Charles Rummel Park.  The following map indicates parking areas surrounding the school that has been 

provided to us by the City.  We certainly recognize that parking is a problem, but parking in areas that are 

not designated for parking only makes the problem worse.  We really do need everyone’s cooperation in 

this matter.  For your information, the City Bylaw Officer will issue tickets to violators.  Parents, guardians and 

neighbours who notice violators are encouraged to report information directly to the Burnaby City 

Engineering, Traffic:  604.294.7460.  
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School Bell Schedule – 2019-2020 
    8.50 am Welcome Bell 

   8.55 am Instruction Begins 

10.40 am Recess Break 

10.55 am Recess Ends 

12.05 pm Lunch Begins 

12.15 pm Lunch Bell – Students MAY Go Outside 

12.25 pm Students MUST Go Outside (no bell) 

12.58 pm Lunch Ends 

  1.03 pm Instruction Begins 

  3.00 pm Dismissal 

 

 

Student Safety  
 

*Supervision on School  Grounds 

A reminder that children should not arrive at the school before the first bell unless they have 

made arrangements with a teacher (ie school practices or special help with their school 

work).   

We understand that many parents work and have to drop off their child(ren) a few minutes 

early or pick them up a couple of minutes after 3:00pm for pick up.  Please note that 

children must stay outside as there is absolutely no supervision available.   
 

*Traffic and Pedestrian Safety 

We all share a common concern about the safety of our children. Together we can ensure 

this by choosing safety over convenience. We have all observed unsafe driving practices 

around our school and we frequently hear many concerns from parents.  Please obey the 

traffic safety rules. Parents, guardians and neighbours who notice persistent violators are 

encouraged to report information directly to the Burnaby City Engineering, Traffic:  

604.294.7460. 
 

*Walking to School 

• Know the route your child takes to and from school and how long it takes. 

• Encourage your child to walk with a friend or in a group, knowing the telephone numbers 

and addresses of these friends. 

• Arrange for your child to arrive at school as close to the morning bell time as possible. Set 

a time for your child to report home after school. 

• Encourage your child to wear light coloured clothing so that they are easily seen on rainy, 

dark days. 

• Review street safety rules with your children. 
 

*Peanut Safety 

We have a number of students in our school who have life-threatening nut allergies, 

especially peanuts. This means that any contact with peanuts and peanut products may 

endanger the child’s life. We appreciate your cooperation and assistance in the past with 

this issue. We all need to continue to be vigilant. Awareness is key and we appreciate that 

our students are sent to school with alternatives to foods that may contain peanuts or 

peanut by-products. 
 

École Seaforth Elementary School  is a Nut Free Zone !  

 

Please do not send any products containing nuts  

(peanuts or tree nuts) to school. 

 

Thank you for helping keep our students safe. 
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Here’s to an unbeLEAFable Year 
We hope that parents and guardians attending intake meetings this week, took a 

moment to appreciate the beautiful and unbeLEAFable display at the front 

entrance.  All students participated in creating a personalized leaf. 

A special thank you to all staff and Ms Tazumi and her student art team for 

coordinating this month’s display. 

 

 

Litterless School Snacks and Lunches 

All members of the Seaforth community, including student, staff and parents, take 

pride in our community.  To keep our grounds clean and to be kind to the 

environment, we are encouraging students to bring litter less healthy snacks and 

lunches.  Veggies and fruit packed in reusable containers, items such as granola bars 

that have wrappers that can be removed before the students leave the class, and 

sandwiches and dinner left overs packed in reusable containers are good choices 

that are healthy for our students, as well as for the environment. 

Please ensure to pack easy to open containers and all utensils needed for your child’s 

snack or lunch.  There are no utensils available to provide to students.  

If you are delivering lunch for your child, please leave it at the office and we will call 

the child to pick it up at the beginning of lunch. 
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Change of Address Information Update 

If you have a change of address, please arrange to provide the following original 

documents to the office in order that we may take a photocopy and update your child’s 

file: 
 

Proof of residency of the parent or guardian and student. This must include two items, at least 

one being from Category A below: 

Category A: proof of ownership of dwelling or long-term lease or rental of dwelling; legal 

documents indicating BC residence; parent or guardian filing income tax returns as a BC 

resident 

Category B: BC hydro bill, BC cable bill, Provincial driver’s licence, provincial registration of 

automobile, Canadian bank accounts or credit cards 
 

For more information, please see the Burnaby School District Website:   

http://www.burnabyschools.ca/registration-procedures/ 

 

Reporting Students Late or Absent  

If your child will be late or absent, please telephone the 

school and leave a message on the answering machine at 

604.296.9028 extension 2 before 8:00 a.m.  If your child is 

absent without notice, the school will attempt to contact you 

to confirm.  Students arriving after the second bell MUST sign-in 

at the office and present a “late” slip to the classroom 

teacher. 

 

Students Leaving School Early  

If you need to pick your child up from school early, please 

write a note to the teacher in advance indicating when your 

child is to be sent to the office for pick-up.  Parents must pick 

up students at the office and sign the student “out”.   
 

BC School Fruit and Vegetable Nutritional Program   

We are pleased that our school has once again been accepted into this program, 

administered by the BC Agriculture in the Classroom Foundation and supported by Healthy 

Families BC. 

Please note a REVERSE CONSENT FORM for this program, was sent home with student in the 

Student Permission Forms package.  This means you only respond if you DO NOT wish your 

child to participate.  Thank you. 

For more information regarding this program, please see:  https://www.bcaitc.ca/ 
 

http://www.burnabyschools.ca/registration-procedures/
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Dear Seaforth Parents, 

I’m writing to let you know that there will be a different SLP than me supporting your children with their 

communication goals this year at Seaforth.   

It was necessary to rearrange some SLP school assignments in the district for organizational reasons. I will 

continue to work in Burnaby but have changed schools. 

Please welcome Ann Einstein to Seaforth. She is an excellent and experienced SLP who is very much 

looking forward to working with our students, families and staff. 

It has been a pleasure and a privilege for me to get to know your children and support their speech and 

language development and see them flourish. 

I have also really appreciated connecting with you, the parents and other professionals about your 

wonderful children. 

Please feel free to email me with any questions or if you’d like to say goodbye and in the future, please 

contact Ann Einstein at: ann.einstein@burnabyschools.ca with any speech & language service related 

matters. 

 Sincerely,  Deborah 

 Deborah Carter MSc RSLP,  District Speech-Language Pathologist          

deborah.carter@burnabyschools.ca 

 

Wildlife   

The City of Burnaby is home for many species of wildlife including bear, deer, coyote, 

beaver and squirrels. Viewing wildlife within an urban area can be a wonderful 

experience, but sometimes a nuisance or a safety concern. The province is responsible for 

wildlife management and conservation concerns, and provides information to residents to 

reduce human-animal conflict. 

The following information may be useful for some human-wildlife interactions in Burnaby. 

If you observe dangerous wildlife in an urban area involved in any of the following: 

• Accessing garbage or other human supplied food sources 

• Wildlife that cannot be easily scared off 

• Dangerous wildlife is in a public location like a city park or school during daylight hours 

• Cougar or wolf is seen in a urban area 

• Report to a BC Conservation Officer at the 24 hour, Toll Free Call Centre: 1-877-952-7277 

• Report coyotes displaying aggressive or threatening behaviour anywhere in British 

 Columbia immediately to:  Ministry of Environment's Call Centre: 1-800-663-9453.       

• For more information please visit:  https://www.burnaby.ca/City-Services/Water---

Sewers/Watersheds/Fish--Birds-and-Wildlife.html 

 
 

Seaforth PAC Sponsored 

 Grade 7 Babysitting Club 

 

The Seaforth PAC is looking for Grade 7 students who are interested 

in joining Seaforth’s Babysitting Club to look after children during 

specific PAC related events. 

 

You must be responsible, dependable, and work well with younger children.  A 

Babysitting Certificate is not required, but is definitely an asset.  Candidates must also 

be able to commit to attending a minimum of three sessions throughout the school 

year.  Recognition awards will be given at the end of the school year to those who 

qualify.  A schedule will be drafted and forwarded to all candidates when 

applications have been received.  

 

Please email Seaforth PAC to sign up at: Seaforth.PAC@burnabyschools.ca 

 

The first date you may be required is Wednesday, September 25th @ 6:50 pm for the 

PAC Meeting.  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact 

Seaforth PAC at: Seaforth.PAC@burnabyschools.ca Thank You! 
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PAC Sponsored Annual 
Family Photo Night 

 

Wednesday, 2 October, 2019                

Thursday, 3 October 2019 

Friday, 4 October 2019 

from 4:30 -8:30 pm 
 

Mark your calendar for this Seaforth 

tradition!  Families come each year to 

have their portraits taken in an 

environment that is familiar to the 

children. Mountain West Studios has offered to provide family photos at the school on 

the above dates from 4:30 pm to 8:15 pm in the school library. Each session is 15 

minutes.  

 

Each session is a $25 sitting fee with proceeds benefiting École Seaforth Elementary 

School.  Mountain West Studios will provide a complementary 8X10 photo with a 

minimum purchase.   To book your time, follow the 2 step process: 

1. make payment:  Click Here: Seaforth cash online and then  

2. book a date and time online:  Click Here:  appointment with Mountain West Studios. 
   
 

Click here:  If you would like to be a Parent Volunteer at the PAC Sponsored - Seaforth 

Family Photo Nights - 2 to 4 October 2019.   https://signup.com/go/LOQwqMs 

 

 

Thank you for supporting École Seaforth Elementary School 

 

 

 

Student School Supplies 2019.2020 

 

Thank you to all École Seaforth families who 

participated in the online order/payment 

opportunity for school supplies for 2019.2020   

 

This was a PAC Sponsored opportunity with 

proceeds benefiting Seaforth School. 

 

Creative Children of Port Moody, BC, shipped all 

pre-ordered supply kits to School in time for distribution to students on the first day of 

school. 

 

All school supply lists (by grade) are available on the school 

website:  https://seaforth.burnabyschools.ca/student-supply-lists/ 
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SEAFORTH YOUTH CREDIT UNION 
 

Welcome back Seaforth savers! We are 

excited to announce that our Seaforth 

Youth Credit Union will be open for 

depositing beginning Thursday, October 

4th at 12:12 pm in the computer lab and 

every Thursday after that. Be sure to come 

deposit and win some prizes! We 

recommend our members to deposit $1 or 

more. 

 

For those of you new to Seaforth, our credit 

union is a Grade 6 and 7 student-run 

program sponsored by Ms Yule, VanCity 

Staff Member and Ms Cheung, Teacher at Seaforth.  

 

Registration forms are available in the office to sign up for a real bank account with 

VanCity. Completed forms can be returned during our deposit days in the computer lab 

or to your child's classroom teacher to be forwarded to Ms Cheung. Students can then 

deposit money directly into their account at school every Thursday as a great way to 

save and win prizes.  

 

We look forward to serving you this year! 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Terry Fox Assembly & Run – Thursday, September 26th, 2019 

 

‘Be like Terry’ 
 

 
Parents are invited to our Terry Fox Assembly 

and Run on Thursday, September 26th which 

begins at 11:00 am in the school gym. You are 

welcome to come to our assembly as we pay 

tribute to Terry Fox. This year’s theme is “Be like 

Terry”. Afterwards, please join us to walk or run 

the Terry Fox route. 

 

Each year, we do a “Toonies for Terry” 

fundraising campaign to raise funds for cancer 

research. Our goal is to raise $1,000 which represents the cumulation of a toonie from 

each of our students. Besides “Toonies for Terry”, we have created the catchy new 

phrase: “Fox Fiver” – five dollar bills are greatly appreciated!  Student Leadership 

members will be coming around to the classes from Tuesday, September 24th to Friday, 

September 27th.  

 

Families wishing a tax receipt should support this worthwhile cause by donating online: 

Terry Fox School Run - https://www.terryfox.org/schoolrun/  Please remember to type in 

our school name when donating online, so we know how much money we've raised as a 

school. Students are encouraged to wear Terry Fox t-shirts or red and white on 

September 26th.  

 

Your contribution is greatly appreciated as it will make a difference for many families 

who are dealing or will be dealing with cancer. 

 

https://www.terryfox.org/schoolrun/
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Seaforth Hot Lunch Program 

 
 

The FALL Session of the Seaforth Hot Lunch Program will run Tuesdays, Oct 1st to Nov 19th, 2019. The 
following hot lunch options are available: 

 

Oct 1st Domino’s Pizza & Canadian Pizza Plus (Indian curries / 
pasta / wraps) 

Oct 8th White Spot 
Oct 15th Hong’s Sushi & Tim Horton’s 
Oct 22nd Boston Pizza 

Oct 29th 

Nov 5th 

Hot Dogs and Booster Juice Wraps 
Hong’s Sushi & Tim Horton’s 

Nov 12th Domino’s Pizza & Canadian Pizza Plus (Indian curries / 
pasta / wraps) 

Nov 19th White Spot 
 

 

Orders can be placed and paid up to 8 days prior to a lunch date 
on the Munch-A-Lunch website (www.munchalunch.com), or by 
logging in through the hot lunch option on the École Seaforth 
Elementary website (http://seaforth.burnabyschools.ca/hot- 
lunch/). 
Please make payment via the Munch-A-Lunch website at time of 
ordering to avoid cancellation. Orders that have not been paid 8 
days prior to the hot lunch date will be automatically cancelled. 

 
The Seaforth Hot Lunch program is run entirely by Parent Volunteers, with proceeds benefiting the Seaforth 
PAC, Grade 7 Graduation Committee, Grade 7 French Enrichment program, and Resource Programs for 
Seaforth students. 

 
For questions regarding the Seaforth Hot Lunch program, please contact your Hot Lunch Coordinator, 
Tricia Donald, at seaforthpachotlunch@gmail.com. We are always in need of volunteers! Please contact 
Tricia if you are able to donate an hour or two of your time! 

 
We are currently looking for Parent Volunteers to assist with the following: 

• Pick up food from Tim Hortons and White Spot (pick up by 11am on lunch 
date and deliver to the school) 

• Hot lunch sorting (Tuesdays, from 11:00am – 12:30pm) 

• Inventory shopping (approximately once per month, from Costco, Vending 
Products of Canada on Phillips Avenue in Burnaby, Kernels at Metrotown, 
and Superstore) 

You can volunteer to help for just one lunch date, or as many lunch dates as you 
can!! 

 
Please note that if your child is absent on a hot lunch date you must notify the Hot Lunch Coordinator by 10am 
to arrange for pick up. We are unable to keep food for the next day, cancel orders, or offer refunds. 

 

Thank you for supporting the Seaforth Hot Lunch Program! 
 

 

http://www.munchalunch.com/
http://www.munchalunch.com/
http://seaforth.burnabyschools.ca/hot-lunch/
http://seaforth.burnabyschools.ca/hot-lunch/
http://seaforth.burnabyschools.ca/hot-lunch/
http://seaforth.burnabyschools.ca/hot-lunch/
mailto:seaforthpachotlunch@gmail.com
mailto:seaforthpachotlunch@gmail.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS ! 

 
 

 

 

Visit the Seaforth Website for information regarding Programs for Students: 

http://seaforth.burnabyschools.ca/programs-for-children/ 
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The student accident insurance program has been discontinued and has been 

replaced by the Family Accident Reimbursement Plan that provides coverage for 

students and their families. Families can register online at: 

https://www.solutionsinsurance.com/aonbc. 

 

https://www.solutionsinsurance.com/aonbc
https://www.solutionsinsurance.com/aonbc
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http://www.burnabyvillagemuseum.ca/EN/main/visit/events/events/world-rivers-day.html
http://www.burnabyvillagemuseum.ca/EN/main/visit/events/events/world-rivers-day.html
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